FELONY CASE
FLOWCHART

ARREST WARRANT REQUESTED
Based on evidence provided by law enforcement, prosecutors
approve the issuance of warrant, and the request is sent to Court

Ofﬁce of the State Attorney
for the Fourth Judicial Circuit

Serving Clay, Duval, and Nassau Counties

REDUCED TO
MISDEMEANOR
Prosecutors transfer
the case to County
Court because a
misdemeanor
charge is more
appropriate

DIVERSION
Prosecutors make
referrals to Felony
Pre-Trial Intervention
(FPTI)

KEY

Steps toward
conviction
Alternatives to
felony prosecution
Exit from system
Sentencing
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FILING
Prosecutors:
1. Review evidence to make ﬁling decision
2. Reach out to victims and witnesses
3. Review rejections from treatment courts and diversion programs

Plea negotiation can occur at any point after case filing and before sentencing

TREATMENT
COURTS
Prosecutors make
referral to Drug
Court, Mental Health
Court, or Veterans
Court

ARREST
Law enforcement ofﬁcers make new arrest with or without warrant
Arrest may occur for violation of probation

WARRANT
DENIED
Prosecutors deny
law enforcement’s
request for arrest
warrant

CASE NOT FILED
Prosecutors drop all
charges due to lack
of evidence or other
factors

FILED AS FELONY
Prosecutors:
1. Complete case summary worksheet describing facts of the case
2. Calculate sentence range based on sentencing guidelines
3. Prepare charging document for review by supervisors
4. Share guideline sentences and discovery materials with defense

ARRAIGNMENT
Prosecutors provide to defense:
1. Date by which case must be tried
2. Possible sentences associated with charge(s)
3. Speciﬁc plea offers pertaining to sentence

PLEA OF GUILTY
OR NO CONTEST

PLEA OF
NOT GUILTY

PRETRIAL HEARING(S)
Prosecutors and defense
update Court about plea
negotiations or depositions
NEGOTIATED
GUILTY PLEA
Defendant negotiates
plea with prosecutors
and agrees to sentence

GUILTY PLEA TO
THE COURT
Defendant pleads
guilty directly
to Court

TRIAL
Defendant is tried
by a jury or judge

GUILTY VERDICT
Defendant found
guilty by Court

SENTENCING HEARING
Prosecutors present testimony and argue
for speciﬁc sentence
SENTENCING
Defendant is sentenced by Court to:
1. State prison - more than 12 months of incarceration
2. County jail - up to 12 months of incarceration
3. Probation - in most cases, from 6 to 36 months of supervision
4. Community service, ﬁnes, court fees, and/or restitution

CASE DISMISSED
Prosecutors drop all
charges after ﬁling
(“nolle prosequi”)
due to plea
negotiations in
other cases, newly
discovered facts,
changes in witness
testimony, or
other factors
In rare instances,
judge dismisses
case by granting
motion by defense

DEFENDANT
ACQUITTED
Defendant found
not guilty by Court

